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EXERCISE . . . EXERCISE
~RIGHT |A Brief History of the Library ~:RIGHT
TO RoE«A&D TO RoE«A&D
A < Collections of written knowledge were originally kept in what was ...
called arepository (Repositmeango put away or storeThink depositwhich is similar in meaning.)

Written knowledge did not always mean books. Before books, there were clay tadets;teeologists have
discovered that the Mesopotamian people collected thousands of them in a repositonamby@Q0 years
ago! (Mesopotamia was an ancient region of southwest Asia in what is now rdegdrag.)

Archeologists have also uncovered collections of ancient papyrus scrotist@dtack to 1300 B.C. (Papyrus
scrolls were made from a grassy plant, and were used by Egyptians, Greeksmams.[R

The ancient Greeks promoted the idea of repositories through their keen intetestag and intellectual life.
Collections in repositories began to grow because the Greeks encouraged awthibeson a variety of
subjects, which copy shops then made into books.

These copy shops were not Kinko’s! Copying books was done by hand, and (as you caa) itnagik a lot of
care and concentration to make a copy exactly right. How accurately a boo&pies was called its
“trustworthiness”. (Imagine accidentally leaving out the waotin the following sentenc&he emperor
decided not to attaclds you can see, a bookisistworthinessvas very important!)

The repositories did not have shelves like our modern libraries do. Th i
scrolls were kept in little slots, or pigeonholes, with their titles written @n
wooden tags at the openings.

There were various jobs to be had inside a repository. It was a great
(and position of power) to serve as theector. Scrolls from the tagged
pigeonholed shelves were fetched and returned by people patied
They transported the scrolls in leather or wooden bucBetghesmade
copies of works to be added to a library’s collection, and recopied scrflls
that had been damaged.

But these repositories (or libraries) were only available to scholars an
scientists. “Ordinary” people were not welcome. You could not just go
down to your local repository and check out a scroll!

During the Renaissance era‘(‘lﬂéh centuries) wealthy people in Europf
began building their own private libraries. It became a status symbol lif
you were rich, you had a library!

It was Johann Gutenberg’s 1450'’s invention of moveable type that
changed bookmaking forever, replacing handwritten books with printed ones and makimgdiesreadily
available.

There were many libraries established throughout Europe, but the oldest librangiitd started with a 400-
book donation to a new university in Massachusetts by a man named John Harvard. (See haenbealksbl
are? They named the university after him!) The prgtlic library in the United States opened in New
Hampshire in 1833. In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, wealthy businessman AndregieCaniieand
equipped over 3,000 public libraries in the United States.

Over the ages, libraries have been destroyed by wars, fires, and floods, buvthbgdrarebuilt and expanded
as a necessary and valuable repository of knowledge.



